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3 Survey Administered between April 
17th - May 5th 2023
State-level = N730

State-level w/employees = N220
Bay Area = 47

ICA 2022 Cohort = N58
Broader ICA Alumni = N22

- Self-identified entrepreneurs
- 18 and older

- Total sample includes residents of 
California and firms without 

employees 
- Analysis focuses on firms with 
employees and Bay Area residents



SUMMARY:
TOPLINE FINDINGS
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How do the backgrounds of ICA 
entrepreneurs compare to other 
entrepreneurs in the Bay Area? 
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Racial/Ethnic 
Identity
n = 58

Founder Demographics (1 of 1): ICA 2022 Cohort
Gender 
Identity
n = 58

Household Size
n = 



Industry
n = 58

Founder Demographics (1 of 2): ICA 2022 Cohort

Bay Area 
County
n = 58



Racial Ethnic 
Identity
n = 22

Respondent Demographics (1 of 1): ICA Broader Alumni Network
Household 

Income
n = 22

Marital Status
n = 22

Gender 
Identity
n = 22



Age
n = 47

Founder Demographics (1 of 3): Bay Area
Education

n = 47

Racial/Ethnic 
Identity
n = 47

Gender 
Identity
n = 47



Marital Status
n = 47

Founder Demographics (2 of 3): Bay Area
Household 

Income
n = 47

Immigration 
status
n = 47

Urban/Rural/
Suburban

n = 47



Founder Demographics (3 OF 3): Bay Area 
Bay Area 
Founders

n = 47

Industry
n = 47



How do ICA firms compare in terms 
of revenue and capital raising? 

15



ICA’s 2022 cohort report significantly higher annual revenue over a 2 year 
period compared to other firms in the Bay Area and state as a whole   



However, ICA firms show more volatility in terms of job growth 
for part-time employees   



Entrepreneurs who have gone through ICA programming and/or received investment from ICA are significantly 
more likely than other entrepreneurs in the state to seek capital. Over 50% of ICA’s 2022 cohort and broader 

alumni sought capital in 2022. This compares to just 29.8% of other self-reported entrepreneurs in the Bay Area.

Did you seek capital in 2022?



ICA’s 2022 cohort is also more likely to report they intend to raise capital in the 
future



In addition to being more likely to seek capital, both recent and longer-term ICA Alumni are more likely to acquire 
capital from other sources. The ICA 2022 cohort were significantly more likely to acquire investment from 

venture capital/private equity. All ICA Alumni are more likely to engage in crowdsourcing or seek government or 
non-profit grants. 



How do ICA firms compare in terms 
of benefits and team structure? 

21



ICA supported firms have higher full-time and part-time wages than other entrepreneurs in 
the Bay Area. In 2022, ICA firms paid $5.43 more an hour on average to full-time employees 

and $2.27 more on average to part-time employees



ICA firms report having higher percentages of women employees/managers compared to other entrepreneurs in 
the Bay Area and California. Roughly 60% of ICA firms are comprised of majority women employees/managers. 

This compares to just 31% of other Bay Area firms



ICA supported firms also report having higher percentages Black and East/Southwest 
Asian employees/managers than other Bay Area/California based firms. 



ICA’s 2022 cohort appear less likely than over firms in the Bay Area to offer health 
insurance and other benefits, however, this is strongly related to the age of the firm



In addition, the rates varied significantly between the investment portfolio and non 
investment firms, with ICA investment firms more likely to offer paid sick leave to both 

part-time and full-time employees



However, ICA supported firms are more likely to offer professional development, 
retirement saving, and employee bonuses to part-time employees 



What similarities or differences are 
there in terms of motivation and 
definitions of success? 

28



ICA 2022 cohort members show distinct motivations compared to other entrepreneurs in the Bay Area. 
ICA founders are more likely to express that a desire to be independent and create good jobs were key 

factors influencing their decision to found a business. 



The way ICA entrepreneurs define success also appears to be distinct compared to other 
entrepreneurs in the Bay Area. The most recent ICA cohort is significantly more likely to view 

“impact on the wider community” and “general company performance/growth” as central 
indicators of success



Are there variations across gender 
identities and racial/ethnic groups? 
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Gendered variation in total revenues are present among ICA entrepreneurs and the broader 
Bay Area. However, ICA women-led firms report significantly higher revenue than their Bay 

Area counterparts

Bay Area 2021 2022 2023 Average Growth

Men $1,363,013.07 $1,590,403.89 $2,031,148.37

16.68% 27.71% 22.20%

Women $559,705.00 $610,290.00 $1,063,375.00

9.04% 74.24% 41.64%

ICA 2022 2021 2022 2023 Average Growth

Men $46,546,149.66 $67,881,598.65 $115,995,000.00

45.84% 70.88% 58.36%

Women $27,251,810.45 $27,381,118.69 $33,986,909.00

0.47% 24.13% 12.30%



Men who have gone through ICA programming/received ICA investment show 
significantly higher rates of capital seeking behavior than women 



What is the impact of investment vs 
small advising? 
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ICA’s investment firms report markedly higher revenue than non-investment firms who have 
only gone through ICA programming, a finding that is in-keeping with insights from the 

literature review



What is the impact on founder’s 
personal income and wealth? 
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ICA’s 2022 cohort report higher household income on average. This remains consistent even when 
segmenting by racial and gender identity.  While selection bias is likely a factor, the variation in 
household incomes between ICA’s most recent cohort and the broader network indicates recent 

engagement with ICA results in an overall income boast. 

ICA 2022 
Cohort

ICA Broader 
Alumni



APPENDIX
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Age
n = 220

Founder Demographics: State-wide 
Education

n = 220

Racial/Ethnic 
Identity
n = 220

Gender 
Identity
n = 220



Marital Status
n = 220

Founder Demographics (2 of 3): State-Wide

Immigration 
status

n = 220

Urban/Rural/
Suburban

n = 220



California: Region
n = 220

Bay Area County
n = 220

Founder Demographics (3 OF 3): State-Wide 
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