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HI, I'M LIZ ALLEN.

I’'m the policy director for the COOK Alliance, the
non profit that legalized the country’s first home

restaurants.

Our mission is to establish a just & people-powered

home cooking industry.
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Founded COOK

Alliance
In our first six months, our organizing

efforts yielded 80k+ petition signatures and
built a coalition of over 100 orgs, all in

favor of legalizing home cooking.

Legalized Home

Cooking
Our work culminated with the passing of

two California state bills, AB 626 & AB 377 -
the first laws to allow for permitted sales of

home cooked food in the United States.

CA implementation &
National campaign

Today, we’re helping CA counties adopt &
implement home restaurant permits while
partnering with other orgs to pass

legislation in CO and WA.

€he New York Times

CALIFORNIA TODAY

California Today: Home Cooks Can
Now Sell Their Food in California




PASSING TWO-PART STATE §

LEGISLATION: WALKING
THE WALK OF
COLLABORATION

Our process for passing new state legislation was far from
perfect, but we focused our strategy on winning the
support and credibility we needed to involve all of the
most important stakeholders - and we were willing to
make compromises, do extra work, and be patient enough

to bring everyone onto the same team.
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MICROENTERPRISE HOME MEHKO = St
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GRASSROOT COUNTY
CAMPAIGNS

All-in cost to launch
a MEHKO

ALLIANCE

MEHKO

IMPACT

WHO THIS LAW WILL HELP

Faced with an impossibly decentralized county-by-county
opt-in process, we decided to lend our strategy and
credibility to a network of county lead volunteers who
each represented different communities, perspectives,
and motivations for championing home restauraunts. Our
county packet was sent to every county supervisor in
California, putting their offices and staffers on the same
page before our county leads started taking meetings and

organizing actions. oy

Board of Supervisors on 2019-12-10 8:30 AM
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: cookalliance.org/manifesto
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NATIONAL
CAMPAIGN

Several states have already started
modeling bills on our California
legislation & we expect nation-wide
adoption within a decade. We've
published model legislation, an equity
framework, advocacy toolkit, & are
providing technical assistance
nationwide to ensure that legalization
benefits cooks & their communities.

cookalliance.org/policy

LEGALIZE
HOME
COOKING

a framework for building equity,
community, & sustainable food
systems in neighborhoods across
the United States

C.0.0.K. Alliance, 2019
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WHY WE WROTE THIS

What if we told you that a single change to the
law could expand the local food scene,
improve public health, create jobs, strengthen
communities, and mitigate the impacts of
gentrification on marginalized groups?

That is what can happen when we legalize home cooking -~
when people make food in their own homes and sell meals to
neighbors. Home cooking increases the availability of fresh,
healthy foods at affordable prices and with high convenience,
even in areas that are otherwise labeled food deserts. Home
«cooks are often people who are otherwise excluded from the
food industry or experience discrimination there. Put simply,
home cooking is a beautiful practice that brings neighbors
together, a win-win for everyone,

But right now, people who make and sell food in their own
kitchens are treated like criminals across most of the United
States. Criminalization does nothing to improve food safety
and instead creates an avenue to further disenfranchise those
who are already fighting to survive on the margins.

This paper is a guide for how to legalize home cooking, based
on the C.0.0.K. Alliance’s experience passing the
groundbreaking legislation that made home cooking legal in
California. We have written it in response to inquiries from
groups across the United States that want to formulate
similar legislation.This is intended to be a broad overview of
legalizing home cooking based on our experience.

If you want to read more about our policy and advocacy,
please email us for our Legislative Toolkit.

We welcome feedback.You can find us at cookalliance.org or
reach out to us directly at hello@cookalliance.org.
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POLICY ADVOCACY & CONVENINGS

LA Street Vendor Campaign
Adopt-A-Lot

Planning and Land Use Strategies
Summit (PLUS2)

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY

Semi’a Fund

(Re)Store Fund

COMPRA Foods

Community Owned Real Estate (CORE)
Micro Business Accelerator (MBA)

Ensuring a Fertile Regulatory Environment for Food Business February 20, 2020



LA Street vendor
Campaign

4 - LOCAL LEVEL

- Street vending was legalized! The
City is now administering permits for
both merchandise and food vendors.

- 10 Years of Advocacy

- Cross-Disciplinary Team

- Advocacy has changed now that it is
legal
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LA Street vendor
Campaign

4 - STATE LEVEL

- SB 946 (D: Lara) was introduced in
February of 2018

- Signed by Governor Brown on
September 17, 2018.

- Decriminalizes street vending across
the state and expunges past
violations.

- CA Street Vendor Campaign
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Additional Resources
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NALCAB’s Policy Resources and Newsletter
NALCAB’s Small Business TA application
NALCAB’s Policy Advocacy TA application

CAMEQO?s Local Entrepreneurial Ecosystem
Toolkit

COOK Alliance website

COOK Alliance’s Resources

Inclusive Action for the City website



https://nalcab.org/categories/policy/
https://nalcab.org/sign-up-for-newsletter/
https://nalcab.org/sba-prime-program-capacity-building-grant/
https://nalcab.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=36bd25a3fe7acec0c5cfcdd3e&id=9b5735c021&e=c7e3b1c4b8
https://cameonetwork.org/local-entrepreneurial-ecosystem-toolkit/
https://www.cookalliance.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L5OEM-8o0TPrbB3aU2clFi0lyDqcyMu3/view
https://www.cookalliance.org/resources
https://www.inclusiveaction.org/

Connect with us!
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NALCAB
Facebook: facebook.com/NALCAB
Twitter: @nalcab

Website: nalcab.org
Hashtag: #LatinoEconomicEngine

ALLIANCE

Facebook: facebook.com/COOIKAlliance

Twitter: (@AllianceCOOK
Website: cookalliance.org
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CAMEO

Facebook: facebook.com/MicroBizCA
Twitter: @CAMEOMIcro
Website: cameonetwork.org

'INCLUSIVE
ACTION

FOR THE CITY

Facebook: facebook.com/Inclusive Action
Twitter: (@InclusivAction
Website: inclusiveaction.org



https://facebook.com/NALCAB
https://twitter.com/nalcab
http://www.nalcab.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MicroBizCA
https://twitter.com/CAMEOMIcro
https://cameonetwork.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cookalliance/
https://twitter.com/AllianceCook
https://www.cookalliance.org/
https://www.facebook.com/InclusiveAction
https://twitter.com/InclusivAction
https://www.inclusiveaction.org/

Thank you for joining

outr webinar series

Click here to access all
the webinars’ recordings
and information
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https://cameonetwork.org/programs/webinar-series-cooking-up-success

