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Treasury – Senate Appropriations Subcommittee of Jurisdiction:  Financial Services & General Government

	Program
	FY2018 CAMEO Request
	FY2018 President Request
	FY2018 House Bill

	CDFI Fund
	$250 million
	$14 million
	$190 million


SBA – Senate Appropriations Subcommittee of Jurisdiction:  Financial Services & General Government

	Program
	FY2018 CAMEO Request
	FY2018 President Request
	FY2018 House 

Bill

	Microloan –TA
	$ 31 million
	$25 million
	$31 million

	Microloan – Lending
	$44 million
	$36 million
	$44 million

	PRIME
	$10 million
	eliminated
	eliminated

	WBCs
	$21.5 million
	$16 million
	$17 million

	SBDCs
	$130 million
	$110 million
	$120 million 


USDA – Senate Appropriations Subcommittee of Jurisdiction:  Agriculture, Rural Development, Food & Drug Administration, and other Agencies

	Program
	FY2018 CAMEO Request
	FY2018 President Request
	FY2018 House 

Bill

	Rural Business Development Grants (RBDG)
	$30 million
	$0
	$20 million

	Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program (RMAP)
	$3 million
	$3 million
	eliminated

	Intermediary Relending Program (IRP)
	$19 million
	eliminated
	$17.5 million


Support CAMEO’s FY2018 Budget Request for Entrepreneurial Support Programs

How to Reach Our Senators
Click here to find Senator Kamala Harris’ contact information. Click here to find Senator Dianne Feinstein’s contact information.
· Schedule a meeting with our Senators and/or their staff.  Call the closest local office as early as possible and be flexible. You may have to make more than one call. 

· An alternative to one-on-one meetings is attending State town hall meetings. These are open to the public and can generally be found on the Senator’s website or by contacting the office. If you attend one of those events, you can request a brief introduction with the Senator. 

· Finally, social media, including Twitter and Facebook, are brief, but well-used avenues for communicating with legislators. 
Making the Meeting Valuable

The goal of Congressional outreach during recess is to amplify the message CAMEO builds in Washington DC. 
· Start by introducing yourself, your organization, and share information about CAMEO.
· Urge them to support small business lending and technical assistance programs.  

· Explain how these programs support entrepreneurs and small businesses in your community!
Three tips to get the most out of your meeting:

1.    Keep It Simple: Senators will likely not know the ins and outs of our policy requests. Likewise, you are not expected to be a policy expert. Highlight the key points and share how this issue impacts your business/organization.
 

2.    Keep It Concise: These meetings tend to be short. Know what you want to say and focus on the “ask” included with each policy priority.

 

3.    Follow Up: Follow up matters.  After the meeting, be sure to send the appropriate thank you email to the legislator and any staff members in attendance.  If you discussed any items that need to be passed along, please do so in a timely fashion. If the legislator asked you any questions and you need additional information, please feel free to send your requests to Heidi Pickman at hpickman@microbiz.org. 
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