NOTE: this is a template to use – You can fill in the yellow highlighted areas.  Please feel free to edit.

This Holiday Shine a Light on Local Businesses and Build A DIY Economy
Political uncertainty might be casting a bit of a pall over the approaching holidays.  But as the late, great Leonard Cohen said, “Ring the bells that still can ring. Forget your perfect offering. There is a crack in everything. That's how the light gets in.”

One bright light is BIZNAME. Use your client example with a one/two liner on the business, one line/two lines what your organization is doing for business owner) About 75 words.
 (business owner name) and the other 3.25 million microbusiness owners in California make up 88% of California’s businesses and form the foundation of our economy.  (If rural: In rural areas, micro-business owners are the only game in town.)   In California, microbusinesses created 900,000 jobs from 2003 to 2012 - a light in the dark times of the Great Recession, while big businesses lost 200,000.  

This holiday season, you can support and strengthen local microbusinesses in two ways:  shop local, and contribute support to the organizations that provide training and loans that help them succeed, like YourOrg/otherorgs inyour area (alternatively can link to CAMEO’s member directory : http://www.microbiz.org/cameo-membership/members/.)  
Shopping local

Every holiday dollar you spend locally, helps to create local jobs, which in turn supports another local business and then another. As small businesses grow, local economies improve, helping to support schools, city services, and sustainable communities.  A dollar spent at a local small business circulates in a local economy two-to-three times more than a dollar spent at a national chain and creates more local jobs.  A dollar spent online doesn’t help your local economy at all!

Evidence that these businesses support their communities and contribute to thriving neighborhoods is mounting.

Anil Rupasingha of the Atlanta Federal Reserve found that “local entrepreneurship matters for local economic performance and smaller local businesses are more important than larger local businesses for local economic performance.”
Civic Economics has studied the costs and benefits to cities, both large and small, of locally-owned businesses versus larger chain stores.  They find that overall, locally owned businesses generate more money for a community than chain stores, as the profits generated by the businesses stays within the local community instead of draining away up the chain.

An annual survey by the Institute for Local Self Reliance (ILSR) finds that “Buy Local First” campaigns cause independent businesses revenue to grow.

Other studies show that in cities where small, locally owned businesses account for a relatively large share of the economy, communities thrive because citizens are more connected to each other, more engaged and work together more to solve problems. 

(And here in my town…– if you have examples)
Support the Entrepreneurial Ecosystem

Businesses, like (business owner name), don’t do it alone.  They need three things to succeed:  coaching (think mini-MBA), capital, and connections to customers.  This year make a donation to the mission-driven organizations that coach and provide capital in your town.
“Our member organizations provide very small businesses with loans and business management training,” said Claudia Viek, CEO of CAMEO, the statewide network of entrepreneurial training programs and microlenders that make loans under $50,000.  “When business owners receive credit or business assistance, their success rate is 80% and they’ll create two jobs, on average, in addition to their own job.”  

This holiday season, shine the light. Go Local! And donate.
Citations if you need them:

In California, micro-businesses created 900,000 jobs from 2003 to 2012, while big businesses lost 200,000.  

Self-employment is a labor market trend, growing by about 1 million a year; and according to the State of Independence Report will make up 50% of the workforce in 20##.
Atlanta Federal Reserve – that asks Do Local Business Ownership and Size Matter for Local Economic Well-being?
Ten Years of Studies First published 2012

Civic Economics. 

Independent Businesses Benefit from “Buy Local First” Campaigns
